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1962, is no longer a member, (New countries are added to the 
as former colonies receive their independence. The teacher w 
to check the list of O. A, S. members periodically, ) 
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Southern South Ameri 



Suggested Activities 



7. Divide the class into six committees to 
describe the effects of the physical setting on 
man living in: 1) the selva of eastern Peru, 

2) the Andean Highlands of Peru, 3) the coastal 
region of Peru, 4) the eastern coast and 
Yucatan Peninsula of Mexico, 5) the highland 
area of Mexico, and 6) the northern and west- 
coastal areas of Mexico. When the commit- 
tees have completed their research, have them 
compare Mexico's and Peru's physical features, 

8. You are a road-building engineer. You 
are to build a road from the northeastern tip 
of the Yucatan Peninsula, through the interior 
of the Yucatan, to Tehuantepec, through 
Oaxaca and Puebla, and on to Mexico City. 

Write a description of the difficulties with 
terrain and climate conditions you are having. 
(Help pupils locate all of the places mentioned 
above on a physical geography map of Mexico. 
Pupils might also want to review Readings 6, 

8 and 10. ) 

9. Iquitos is a city in eastern Peru's selva , 
is located on the Amazon River and is called 
Peru's "Atlantic" port. You start a business 
to supply raw materials to Lima. Why is 
Iquitos called an "Atlantic" port? What raw 
materials would you select? Which could you 
send by air? By water? Which route would 
the materials going by water follow? Why 
would some raw materials have to go by water 
but others could be sent by air? What would 

be the distance? Could they go by ocean vessels 
all the way? Will your business make money? 
Explain. What are some improvements in trans 
portation in Peru which might make your 

8 
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Content 



g. Latin America's mountains^ highlands, hills and lowland rainfor- 
ests make transportation and communication difficult « 

h. Mineral resources are widely distributed in Latin America. They 
include oil, iron ore, nitrates, sulfur, copper, tin, lead, zinc, gold 
and silver. The lack of coal makes the development of iron and steel 
industries difficult and costly. 




Suggested Activities 



business more profitable? (Have pupils review 
Reading #10, "The Ford Rubber Experiment. " 
Even though that reading describes a situation 
in the Amazon valley of Brazil, similar coil- • 
ditions would exist in Peru's selva. Also 
guide pupils to bring out the major ideas ex- 
pressed in the content outline regarding land- 
forms and climates and their effects on soil, 
vegetation, agriculture and transportation. ) 



10. Have pupils make a large map of Latin 
America for the bulletin board. Ask the pupils 
to put thermajor mineral resources on the map 
in the country where they are found: for example, 
oil and iron in Venezuela, tin in Bolivia, etc. 



11. Have pupils do reading in their textbooks 
about the iron and steel industries. Ask them 
to consider these questions: Why are iron and 
steel industries important to a nation wishing 
to be an "industrial nation? " Why do so few 
Latin American nations have iron and steel 
industries? Why do you think most of the 
mineral resources of Latin America are ex- 
ported to the industrial nations of the world 
instead of being made into manufactured prod- 
ucts in the nation where they are found? 

]12. Geographic features make farming, trade 
and industry difficult in some areas. But do 
geographic difficulties mean that man cannot 
live in a given area? (Use the lowlands of 
Yucatan and eastern Peru, the Andean High- 
lands and the highlands of Mexico as examples. 
Help pupils to understand that man can adapt 
himself and his ways of making a living to his 
natural setting and can make some changes 
on the natural setting. ) 







Indians before the Europeans Came 



Key Idea 



The Indian populations in Pre-Columbian Latin America ranged in level of develop- 
ment from primitive gathering and hunting tribes to advanced civilizations. 

Content 

1. The most common theory about the origin of the American tribes is that 
they migrated from Asia to the Western Hemisphere by way of the Bering 
Strait. The Indians developed different ways of getting food, social and 
political organizations and religions. 

2. Most Indians in both North and South America lived in small bands made 
up of families. These bands would come together as a tribe when enough 
food was available for a larger group. They were under the rule of a 
chief and his council of elders. These tribal Indians hunted for meat 

and gathered wild plants. Some had temporary clearings for corn cultivation. 
However, their cornfields were not their major source of food because 
the soil soon lost its fertility and they did not fertilize it. They remained 
dependent on hunting and gathering. Most Indians living in the Amazon 
rainforest maintain these ways of life today. 

3. Indians developed cultures based on corn cultivation in Mexico, Guate- 
mala and the Andes. They domesticated wild maize which provided a 
dependable food supply. Farmers grew more food than they and their 
families needed. A division of labor then took place. Social classes of 
priests, merchants, political rulers, the military, craftsmen and farmers 
developed. Permanent towns serving as religious or political centers 

were built. None of the Indian civilizations used the wheel or had domesticated 
beasts of burden with the exception of the llama in the Andes which could 
only carry about 20 pounds. 

4. The Maya civilization developed in northern Guatemala and later moved 
to the Yucatan Peninsula. Farmers burned off the lowland forest growth 
and planted corn and vegetables. Religious centers dominated bi^- priests 
had temples, palaces and pyramids. Hieroglyphic writing, mathematics. 
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Content 



astronomy and calendars were used to aid the priests in advising the 
farmers on agricultural and personal matters. This civilization had de- 
clined by the time of the Spanish Conquest. 

5. The Aztec civilization was the last of a long line of civilizations in Mex- 
ico. It borrowed heavily from these previous civilizations. The Aztecs 
formed an empire centered in Tenochtitlan (Mexico City, today). Their 
empire was highly centralized and based on a federation of allies and 
peoples conquered by the warlike Aztecs. The empire was at its height 
when Cortes arrived in Mexico in 1519. 

6. Like the Aztecs, the Incas were the last of a long line of previous 
civilizations. The Incas conquered territory from Ecuador to central 
Chile. The empire was highly centralized, well- organized and centered 
in Cuzco. Highways for foot runners tied the empire together. Terraces 
for farming, bridges, highways, palaces, temples and fortresses were 
built by human labor on the basis of a labor tax. The Inca empire was 

at its height when Pizarro arrived in 1531. 
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Latin Americans living under Spanish Colonial control in Peru and Mexico 





officials replaced Indian gods with Catholic saints and adapted Indian religious practices 
to the Christian religion. The Church had the responsibility of education from the mission 
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12. Why is it difficult for either Mexico or 
Peru to achieve their reform goals quickly? 



II. LATIN AMERICANS AND THEIR LIFE TODAY 
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Mexico, what problems would you see for 
yourself getting ^idjusted to our ways of 
thinking? Why might you have these prob- 
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Indians were,, and sometimes continue to be, ccxisidered inferior. But in Mexico the 
Indian heritage is now respected and a source of pride. In Peru, the Indian heritage 
haB not achieved the status it has in Mexico. 
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OCEAN CURRENTS AND LATITUDE POSITIONS 



LOW LATITUDES 




LOW LATITUDES 



MIDDLE LATITUDES 



Warm Current 
Cold Current 







Overseer Responsible for 10 families 




ORGANIZATION OF INCA EMPIRE ^ 



from 



Preston and Tottle, In Latin Am erican Lands, p. 







CHURCH AND STATE ORGANIZATIONS IN THE 
SPANISH COLONIES 
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Bishop 


Captain General 
or President 









Corregidor 




Priest 




People 



LOCAL GOVERNMENT IN NINETEENTH-CENTURY 

LATIN AMERICA 




Adapted from Preston and Tottle, In Latin American Lands, p. 151 . 
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COMPADRAZGO 

(Asking someone to serve as godfather to one's child) 




It is an honor for an important man in the community to be the godfather of many children 
His position in the community rises with the number of godchildren. 








LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND THE COMMUNITY'S INFORMAL 
RELIGIOUS AND POLITICAL 
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Get together when m _c;ssary 
to work out solutions to local 
problems 



LIFE EXPECTANCY (1965)^ 



United States 

Latin America 
(OAS Members) 

Mexico 

Peru 



70 years 



I 57 years 



60 years 



55 years J 

20 40 60 



j 



80 



literacy (1960)2 



United States 



97.8 % 



Latin America 
(OAS Members) 

Mexico 



66 % 




Peru 




75 




’•United States Department of Commerce Statistical Abstract of the 
United States, 1967 (Washington, D.C. ; U.S. Government Printing 
Office, 1967) p. 54, p. 118. 

^ nited States Department of State, Committment for Progress | 
(Washington, D.C. : U.S. Government Printing Office, 1967), p. 3:iv 









GOVEENMENT IN MEXICO 

Claudio Veliz (ed.)j Latin America and the Caribbean, A Handbook (New York: 
Praeger, 1968), p. 163. 



GOVERNMENT IN PERU 

David A. Robinson, Peru in Four Dimensions (Lima: American Studies Press, 
S.A., 1964), p2‘^27. 



LAND DISTRIBUTION IN LATIN AMERICA 

Oscar Delgado (ed.). Reformas Agrarias en la America Latina (Mexico -Buenos 
Aires: Fondo de Bultura Economica, 1965), p. 735. 



land distribution in PERU (1961)) 

Oscar Delgado (ed.). Reformas Agrarias en la America Latina (Mexico -Buenos 
Aires: Fondo de Cultura Econbmica, 1965) p. 742. 



OCCUPATION: 

Farmers, Fishermen, Hunters, Loggers arid Related Workers 

in 1960 

Latin American 

Latin American Center, Statistical Abstract of Latin America 1965 (Los 
Angeles: University of California, 1966), pp. 54-55. 



LATIN AMERICAN EXPORTS: Depending on One or Two Export Products 

(1964) 

Latin American Center. Statistical Abstract of Latin America 1965 (Los 
Angeles: University of California, 1966), p. 143. 
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Hi Areas of dense population 
1 I Relatively empty areas 
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POPULATION GROWTH 
Past and Future ^ 
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Readings to Accompany 



LATIN AMERICA: ITS LAND, STORY AND PEOPLES 



Note: The research reported herein was written pursuant to a 
contract with the United States Department of Health, 

Education and Welfare, Office of Education, Washington, D. Co 
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Reading #1 



GIRL OF JAMAICA 



by Jacqueline Bernard 
as told to Patricia Baum 



p. 12. 



Junior Scholastic , Vol. 61, No. 1 (September 21, 1967), 



Reading #2 



PRIVATE SCHOOL GIRL (Chile) 
by Monica Grauer Rheinheimer 
as told to Leroy Hayman 



Junior Scholastic, Vol. 61, No. 8 (November 9, 1967), p. 10. 



Reading #3 



GRADE SCHOOL BOY (Argentina) 



by Dario Gabriel Vega 
as told to Leroy Hayman 

■ Junior Scholastic , Vo, 61, No. 4 (October 12, 1967), p. 10, 



Reading #4 



LIMA BOY (Peru) 



by Carlos Victor Fajardo Morales 
as told to Leroy Hayman 



•Junior Scholastic, Vol. 61, No. 5 (October 19, 1967), p. 10 



Reading #5 



GIRL OF SABANA LARGA (Dominican Republic) 
by Ama.nda Gignor Castillo 
as told to Sheila Burns 



Junior Scholastic, (May 13, 1966), p. 14. 
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Reading #6 
THE LAND 




The geography of any nation, whether mountainous and icy, or 
barren and parched, or rich and fertile helps to shape its people. No 
where does this fact seem more apparent than in Latin America. 
Consider these examples: 




American Education Publication Unit Book, Changing Latin ! 

America (Columbus, Ohio: Education Center, 1966), p. 13. pp. 26*'28. 

ipp. 9-10. 



Reading #7 

PERU’S RIVER OF GOLD 
Madelyn Beall 



Why should a country located in the tropics have one of the driest 
deserts in the world? The name of the country is Peru. With Peru's 
tropical position providing heat from the sun and her coastal position 
providing the possibility of moisture-laden winds, you would think the 
western coast of Peru would be hot, rainy and covered with lush, vege- 
tation. This is not the case, however. A German geographer, Alexander 
von Humboldt, was curious about the fact too. Fie investigated and found 
that there was a cold ocean current off the western coast of South America. 
Because he was the first to measure the temperature of the water, the 
current was named for him. Today, however, the current usually is 
called the Peru Current. 



The Peru Current flows at a speed of 15 miles a day from Chile in 
the south to Colombia in the north. The current measures 120 miles 
across at the widest point. The Peru Current flows within a tropical region, 
but as we have said, its waters .are relatively cold. The low temperatures 
range from 39®F in the south to 64®F in the north. 



The big force behind the Peru Current is a strong wind originating 
in Antarctica and blowing in a northeasterly direction along South America's 
coast. The churning action of the winds keeps cold water from the bottom 



of the sea moving upward to the surface. As the westerly winds pass over 



the cold water, they are cooled. Because cool air cannot hold moisture as 
well as warm air, very little moisture is brought toward the coast. 
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When the air reaches the land, it is forced to rise against 
the front of the Coastal Range of the Andes. When the air rises 
it expands and cools even more. Air temperature drops S^F for 
every 1, 000 feet rise in altitude up to 30, 000 feet. What little 
moisture there is in the air cools enough to condense into clouds. 
During the winter, especially, there is usually a heavy cloud 
cover on the western coast of Peru. Seldom is there enough 
moisture to condense into rain. 

The cold Peru Current affects the balance of nature and the 
way the people of Peru make a living, too. This current is the 
basis of two important industries of Peru- -fish and fertilizer. 

The cool temperatures of the Peru Current make it possible for 
huge numbers of microscopic plants and animals to thrive for 
long periods of time. The high temperatures of most tropical 
waters cause microscopic plants and animals to develop too 
rapidly. As their numbers explode, they attract huge numbers of 
fish. Soon there are too many fish for the food supply, and many 
fish die. The Peru Current works differently. Its cooler waters 
can hold large amounts of dissolved gases, mainly oxygen and carbon 
dioxide. These gases make possible a stable home for small plants 
and animals. These small plants and animals, in turn, provide a 
stable food supply for large xiumbers of fish. Some of the fish 
that can be found off the coast of Peru are yellowfin tuna, bonito 
and marlin. But it is the 6 -inch anchovy that tops all fish in value. 
The anchovy forms the basis for gunpowder, food and fertilizer 
industries, which are all important sources of money to Peru. 

Peru is now the leading fish- catching nation of the world in 
tonnage per year. 

The fertilizer is supplied by the clouds of birds that feed 
on the anchovies and roost on nearby islands. Pelicans, penguins, 
boobies, gulls and ducks leave droppings that form thick deposits 
of guano (GWA-no), a fertilizer rich in nitrates. This precious 
guano had been in use in Peru before Peru was discovered by the 
Spaniards. It was well known to the Incas, famous Indians of 
Peru, who used it in their farming. Nitrates from guano deposits 
were also a major ingredient for much of the gunpowder used by 
the United States, Great Britain and France during World Wars I 
and II. 



ierIc, 



Peru began mining guano in 1847 when deposits were 8 00- feet 
thick in places. So hard and compact had the guano become over the 
years that stones and sand piled on top had not mixed with it. 

The guano had to be blasted with gunpowder to loosen it. Then it 
was conveyed by wooden shoots to the ships waiting nearby. This 
activity soon became the nation's leading industry. The mining companies 
made huge profits in a few years, but the guano deposits nearly 
disappeared. Eventually the government of Peru took over this great 
natural resource,, Today, guano mining is under strict control, 
and deposits are building up again at the rate of six inches a year. 

SOURCES 

Alexander J. Duffield, "Peru in the Guano Age, " Readings in Latin 
American Civilization, 1492 to the Present, Benjamin Keen, ed. (Boston: 
Houghton Mifflin, 1967), pp. 282-283, 

"The Current that Shapes Life in Peru, " Current Events , Vol. 67, 
No. 29 (April 24, 1968), pp, 1 and 2. 



Reading #8 

HIGHWAYS IN THE ANDES 



The following passages show the contrasts and difficulties of traveling 
overland in the Andes. The Incas had a highway for footrunners which linked 
the Inca Empire and made administration of such a. large amount of territory 
possible, Today^ roads through or across the Andes are few and dangerous 
for motor vehicles. Under President Belaunde, Peru is trying to. recapture 
the vision of the Incas--’ to build a highway for cars and trucks to link the 
Andean countries. 



INCA HIGHWAY, Garcilaso de la Vega, The Incas, The Royal Commentaries 
of the Inca (New York: Avon, 1961), p. 337. 



This passage was written during the 16th century by de la Vega who 
was an educated son of a Spanish conquistador (conqueror) and an Incan 
princess. He was describing the achievement of the Incas who had built a 
good highway which the Spanish were allowing to fall into disrepair. Im- 
mediately following is a description of travel by truck from Argentina to 
Potosi, Bolivia, on a road which 20th century man has built. 






TRAVELING ACROSS THE ANDES, Jackie Sharkey, "Women of Latin 
Anierica: There's Fun in Hitchhiking, " Copley News Service, February 12, 

1968. (Copley News Service^ KLeo Cap Bldg*^ Box 190, San Diego, Calif* 92112) 



BUILDING A NEW ANDEAN HIGHWAY, rewritten from "Regaining a 
Lost Habit, " Time, Vol. 90, No. 23 (December 8, 1967), p. 37. 

Few projects have excited Latin American imaginations more than 
I the idea of a "Marginal Highway" --so called because it skirts the edge of 

the Amazon rainforest. The highway is to run east-west across Peru 
through the Andes. The east- west highway will connect at several points 
i with the north-south highways that lead to the large cities. The President 

of Peru, Fernando Belaunde Terry (1963-1969) has ' pushed for its con- 
/ struction more than anyone else. He sees it as the key to unlock the vast 

> untouched resources east of the Andes. The road is to open up 5, 000, 000 

r, ■ ' ■ 
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acres of the country's richest land for colonization. This would double 
the total amount of national acreage under cultivation. 

Originally, the road was planned to run 1500 miles east- west across 
Peru. Then Belaunde got the idea of extending the road beyond Peru. He 
persuaded Venezuela, Colombia, Ecuador, Bolivia and Paraguay to join in. 
"We have lost the habit of thinking on a grand scale, " he said, "of thinking 
about projects that, like the Panama Canal, change the geography of a 
continent. " 

In 1967 some 30% was completed or under construction. Belaunde *s 
Marginal Highway is changing the lives 'of thousands of Andean Indians who 
have lived in isolation, poverty and despair. With the road come jobs, and 
with jobs come large payrolls ($1. 75-$2. 50 a day for laborers) that boost 
the local economy and help bring in such conveniences as electricity and 
refrigeration. Once a section of the road is completed, local farmers 
are able to trade more easily with neighboring villages and get their pro- 
ducts out to the big cities. Someday, Belaunde hopes to relocate almost 
1, 000, 000 peasants from the populated regions of Peru to the less populated 
eastern sections. 

The road's progress outside Peru is also impressive. Though Ecuador 
and Colombia have not gone beyond the planning stage, Venezuela has 
already opened 275 miles of its part of the Marginal Highway and has 
another 85 miles under way. Paraguay has built a 44 2 -mile link across 
the Gran Chaco. This cuts transportation time from the rich farming 'areas 
to Asuncion from 8 days to ten hours. Bolivia's President Barrientos 
has built about 1/3 of a planned 1, 100-mile stretch and has renamed one 
of the small towns along it after Belaunde. 

The cost of progress is high. With almost 200 miles completed, 
Belaunde has so far spent $200, 000 a mile for the highway as compared to 
$120, 000 a mile for a road in the coastal region. Many people, especially 
the opposition party in the Peruvian Congress, think the cost is too stiff 
and want to stop construction. They say this 170- mile highway is carrying 
the country to the edge of bankruptcy. Since about 60% of the cost of Peru s 
part of the highway is being financed by such lenders as the Import-Export 
Bank and the World Bank, Belaunde can go many months without needing 
additional money. By then, he hopes that he will have more support for his 
highway in Congress and can bulldoze a few more miles along his dream 
road. 



Reading #9 

HOW INDIANS ADAPT TO ALTITUDE^ 



At an altitude of 10., 000 feet, most people begin to suffer from lack 
of oxygen. The Andean Indian lives at altitudes up to 17, 000 feet. He has 
developed certain physical characteristics to get the most use of what oxygen 
exists at those heights. His lungs are bigger than normal, so that he inhales 
more air with each breath. In the walls of very person's lungs, there are 
tiny sacs in which oxygen is transferred from air to the blood. In the 
Indian's lungs these sacs are permanently dilated (made larger) to provide 
maximum surface for the oxygen transfer. The circulatory system is also 
modified or changed. The Indian has about two quarts more blood than does 
the lowlander; and the red blood corpuscles, which carry the oxygen, are 
considerably bigger. Finally, the heart itself, which pumps blood and oxy- 
gen throughout the body, is larger than normal by almost 20 percent. When 
new lands are opened up for colonization in the eastern regions of Ecuador, 
Peru and Bolivia, the governments try to get the highland Indian to move to 
the unsettled lowland areas. As a result of his body alreading having adapted 
to high altitudes, the Indian faces the problems of adapting to low altitude, 
high humidity areas in those places open for colonization east of the Andes. 



Reading #10 

THE FORD RUBBER EXPERIMENT^ 



The Ford Motor Company tried to produce rubber in the Amazon basin 
starting in 1927. The company was trying at that time to establish its own 
supply of rubber instead of buying it from the East Indies under British 
and Dutch control. "What was more natural than to turn to Brazil, the home 
of the rubber tree?" 



^Rewritten; William Weber Johnson and the Editors of LIFE, Life 
World Library, The Andean Republics (New York: Time, Inc., 196 ^, p. 11 . 

^George F. Carter, Man and t he Land, A Cultural Geography (New 
York; Holt, Rinehart & Winston, 1964), pp. 130-131. 



Reading #11 

PERUVIAN CONTRASTS 



As was explained in Reading #8, Garcilaso de la Vega, born in Peru 
in 1539, was the son of an Incan princess and a Spanish conquistador. He 
took careful notes on the stories told him by his mother's family and her 
Indian people. He moved to Spain when he was twenty^one, became a 
soldier and later retired to a religious life in Cordoba, Spain. There he 
wrote his Royal Commentaries based on the notes he took before he moved 
from Peru to Spain. The following passage describes how the Inca Emnire 



•John Gunther, Inside South America (New York: Harper & Row 1966) 
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the poor urban dwellers in the ' 
Peru. 



John Gunther describes life. 



more than four hundred years later, for 
antytowns' surrounding modern Lima, 



shantytowns * 






Reading #12 

1 

FROM Life and Labor in Ancient Mexico 

The two following passages are from Life and Labor in Ancient Mexico . 

It was written by a famous Spanish judge in colonial Latin America, Alonso 
de Zorita. It was written in response to a questionnaire sent out by the 
Spanish crown on the status of the Indians in the New World. The first passage 
deals with the encomienda system and is in answer to a question about the 
amount of tribute collected from the Indians. Under the encomienda system, a 
Spanish conquistador received from the royal governor an allotment of Indians 
to serve him and pay tribute to him. In return, the conquistador was to defend 
the New World countryside for the Spanish king. 

The second passage describes the repartimiento system of forced labor 
as a means of tribute. Under the repartimiento system, all adult male 
Indians were to give a certain amount of time, in return for a small wage, to 
work in the mines and factories for the Spanish crown and colonists. The 
repartimiento was in addition to the labor obligations an Indian might have to 
a conquistador under the encomienda system. 

Alonso de Zorita was trying to get the Spanish government to pass laws 
to protect the Indians and to enforce the protection laws that already existed. 
His book then is a plea for better treatment of the Indians. Because of this, 
he sometimes exaggerates the situation or, at least, picks out the facts which 
support his side of the argument. However, his writings give a picture of the 
operation of the encomienda and the repartimiento systems and some examples 
of how the Indians lived under Spanish Colonial rule. 



^Alonso de Zorita, Life and Labor in Ancient Mexico, The Brief and 
Summary Relation of the Lords of New Spain , trans. by Benjamin Keen 
(New Brunswick, N. J. : Rutgets University Press, 1963). 

p. 77 pp. 213-215 PP" 231-232. 
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Reading #13 

NEGRO SLAVES IN' THE NEW WORLD 



From:' 



Lerone Bennett, Jr., Before the Mayflower; A History o f 
the Negro in America, ~161 9- 1966 (Chicago: Johnson. 196fi) 
pp. 35 & 37. 



From: "The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano, 

or Gustavus Vassa the African. "Written by Himself, 1791, " 
Milton Meltzer, In Their Own Words 1619-1865 (New York: 
Crowe’ll, 1964), pp. 2-10. ^ “ 



/ 



Reading #14 



Selections from The Children of Sanchez 



1 



By Oscar Lewis 



Jesus Sanchez* * was born in 1910 in a small, poor village in the state 
of Veracruz, Mexico. His mother and father died when he was young. At 
age twelve, Jesus moved to Mexico City. He found work, later established 
a home and had four children. Jesus lived with his children, whose mother 
had died, in the Casa Grande vecindad, a large one- story slum tenement, in 
the heart of Mexico City. A vecindad is a community. 

In 1956, Jesus and his children told their stories to Oscar Lewis, who 
is an anthropologist. The narrators of the following passages are Jesus, 
age forty- six, who worked for a small restaurant as a food buyer, and 
Manuel, Jesus son age twenty- eight, who was not employed steadily. Manuel 
had six years of primary education and regularly read the Spanish version of 
Reader’s Digest . He had worked in California as a bracero , or temporary 
Mexican agricultural worker, for a few months. Jesus had only one year 
of formal schooling and did not read very much. 

Jesus and his children belong to the urban poor of Mexico City. They 
are not the very poorest in Mexico City, but they live an almost hopeless 
life of economic and personal insecurity. ^ , 



^Oscar Lewis, The Children of Sanchez, Autobiography of a Mexican 
Family (New York: Vintage Books, 1961), pp. xi-xxxi. 

*A11 of the names of people used in this selection are fictitious and 
so is the vecindad Casa Grande. Oscar Lewis did this to protect the real 
people who told their stories to him. 
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EARLY MARRIAGE, The Children of Sanchez, p. 493. 



CONTRASTS BETWEEN MEXICO AND THE UNITED STATES, The Children 
of Sanchez, pp. 335 and 338 



MANUEL BACK IN MEXICO AND MORE CONTRASTS BETWEEN MEXICO 
AND THE UNITED STATES, The Children of Sanchez, p. 343. 



LIVING STANDARDS AMONG THE POOR IN MEXICO, The Children of 
Sanchez, pp. 495-496. 



ATTITUDE TOWARD RELIGION AS EXPRESSED BY JESOS SANCHEZ, The 
Children of Sanchez, p. 484. 















Reading #15 

Selections from Pedro Martinez , 

A Mexican Peasant and His Family 
by Oscar Lewis-**- 



The following passages are the words of Pedro Martinez^ the father; 
Esperanza, his wife; and Felipe, the eldest son.* Pedro and his wife lived 
in Azteca most of their lives. During the Mexican Revolution (1910-1920), 
Pedro was a follower of and a fighter for Emiliano Zapata, champion of 
the poor Mexican farmers. He had to move around central M,exico while 
following Zapata. Pedro and his family did live in Mexico City for a while. 
Felipe now lives in Mexico City. 

Azteca is a highland village in the State of Morelos. Mexico is a 
federation of states similar to the United States. Azteca is located about 
sixty miles south of Mexico City. It is the administrative head of the 
municipio (comity) of Azteca. The municipio of Azteca contains eight 
villages including the village of Azteca. In 1940, most of the 3, 500 people 
spoke Nahuatl (the language of the Aztecs) and Spanish. Indoor plumbing, 
electricity and household conveniences were limited to the well-to-do. 

Since 1960, Azteca has electricity and a few television sets. 

Most of the people of Azteca are farmers. The lands are watered by 
the seasonal rains. The soil is poor. The seasonal rains wash away a 
lot of the soil. The farmers grow mainly corn and vegetables and some 
fruits for themselves and to sell in Mexico City. 

The village of Azteca is divided into eight barrios. A barrio is a 
community within a city, town or village. Its head is a mayordomo who 
is selected to serve for a year and who is responsible for the fiesta of 
the patron saint of the barrio . The barrio has religious, social and 



1 ^ 

Oscar Lewis, Pedro Martinez, A Mexican P easant and His Family 
(New York: Random House, 1964). 

'All of the names of people and the name of the village and municipio 
of Azteca are fictitious. 



political duties in the community. The barrio of San Jose, in which Pedro 
lived, for example, gave the fiesta for its patron saint, collected money 
to pave its road, sometimes saw to the needs of people in trouble, and 
collected money to keep up its chapel. 

Pedro's life covers an important part of recent Mexican history. 

Pedro was born in 1889, married in 1910, fought with Zapata's forces 
from 1914-1917, and from 1920-1946 served periodically in religious 
and political offices in his barrio and in his village. Pedro had less than 
one year of formal schooling but he kept up with politics during his lifetime 
and was aware of the needs of the poor poeple around him. He believed in 
the ideals of the Mexican Revolution which would better the lives of the poor. 
However, toward the end of his narration he felt the ideals of the Revolution 
had been betrayed by the rich people and by Mexico's one-party system. 

Pedro was a farmer who had no land. Ejido lands were available for 
most farmers after the early 1920's. An ejidO' is an agricultural commun- 
ity which holds farm and pasture lands taken from large landowners and 
haciendas. The ejido gives out land to members of the community. Pedro 
did not get ejidal lands because he had political enemies in control of the 
ejido of Azteca when the Mexican Agrarian Reform started in 1925 in his 
village . He owned his own house in his barrio and farmed some land which 
belonged to the village. 

Oscar Lewis gathered the material for his book from 1943-1960. 

Pedro and Felipe were still alive at the time of Lewis' writing this book, 
but Esperanza had died in 1956, 

POVERTY BEFORE THE MEXICAN REVOLUTION, Pedro Martinez, p. 7. 



WORK AS A BOY BEFORE THE MEXICAN REVOLUTION, Pedro Martinez, 
pp. 17-18. 



Reading #15 continued 



FINDING A WIFE, Pedro Martinez , pp, 35-36. 

PlikNTING ON HACIENDA LAND BEFORE TOE MEXICAN REVOLUTION, 

Fedro Martinez . p. 40. ’ 

PEDRO'S ATTITUDE TOWARD LAND REFORM, Pedro Martinez ; p. 146. 

WHY PEDRO DIDN'T HAVE EJIDAL LAND, Pedro Martinez , p. 182. 

PEDRO ON RELIGION, Pedro Martinez , pp® 184-188. 

SCHOOLING, Pedro Martinez , p. 225. 

RELUCTANCE TO ACCEPT NEW THINGS, Pedro Martinez, p. 258. 

WORKING WIVES, Pedro Martinez , pp. 258-259. 

CONSERVATION AND MKING A LIVING, Pedro Martinez , p. 261. 

TALKING TO THE GOVERNOR OF MORELOS AND THE IMPORTANCE OF 

GETTING THE BETTER OF ANOTHER IN A CONVERSATION, Pedro Martinez 
p. 300. ’ 

PEDRO on CHILDREN BEING TAUGHT TO WORK, Pedro Martinez , p. 331. 

PARENTAL STRICTNESS, Pedro Martfnez . p. 335. 

UNIONS AND LIVING AND WORKING IN MEXICO CITY, Pedro Martinez 
p. 438. 



EDUCATION, Pedro Martinez . p. 449. 



Reading #16 

HUALCAN: A COMMUNITY IN THE HIGHLANDS OF 
PERU by William W. Stein 

Hualcan is an Indian community of about 3, 000 people in the highlands 
of Peru. Most of the people are Indians, but some few mestizos live here 
also. The term "Indian" refers to people who speak Quechua (the language of 
the Incas) and some Spanish. They continue to dress much the same as they 
did at the time of the Spanish Conquest. "Mestizo" refers to people of Span- 
ish and Indian ancestry or to people who look like Indians but who dress simi- 
lar to the way we do in the United States. Also the mestizos speak Spanish 
and some Quechua. 

The Indians are farmers who own their land or work on a nearby 
hacienda. Some of them own so little land that they must work on the hacienda 
part of the week in order to pasture their sheep on the h acie nda or to farm 
some of the hacienda’ s land. Some of the Indians go to the coastal region of 
Peru to earn some money. These Indians usually return to Haulcan and buy 
more land to farm and pasture their animals with the savings from their 
wages from coastal jobs. The farmers grow many crops to eat themselves 
or to sell. They grow mainly corn (maize), potatoes, wheat and barley and 
raise a few sheep for meat and wool. 

Hualcan lies at 9° 14’ south latitude and 77*^37’ west longitude. The 
lands of Hualcan farmers are located between altitudes of about 8, 500 to 
16, 500 feet above sea level. The snows on the mountains provide waters for 
the streams in the area. 

Hualcan gets its name from Mt. Hualcan, a peak of 20, 212 feet. The 
word "Hualcan" in Quechua means "pendent. " This probably refers to the 
glacier on the peak which "hangs" in the sky in the back of the village. 

Carhuaz is the closest town. Hualcan is connected to it by a footpath. 
The walk can be made from Hualcan to Carhuaz in an hour to an hour-and- 
a-half. Carhuaz is on an auto highway leading to a bigger highway which 
goes to the coast. What little farm products above their own needs they 
have, the people take to Carhuaz to sell. They take care of necessary 
business and buy a few products not sold in Hualcan in Carhuaz. It is the 
religious center for tl i people of Hualcan, They go there to attend mass 
and participate in religious festivals. 

The following passages are the words of some of the people of Hualcan. 
Their words were recorded by William W. Stein who is an anthropologist. 

He did his research in how the people of Hualcan live from December, 1951, 
to June, 1952. 1 



^William W. Stein, Hualcan; Life in the Highlands of Peru (Ithaca, 
New York: Cornell University Press, 1961), pp. vii - xvii and pp. 1-17. 



Reading #16 continued 



ARRANGED MARRIAGE, Hualcan , p. 138. 

ANOTHER KIND OF MARRIAGE ARRANGEMENT, Hualcan . p. 138. 
obligations on the hacienda, Hualcan . p. 43. 

RELATIONS WITH A LANDOWNER, Hualcan . p. 230. 

CONTRAST BETWEEN TWO SECTIONS OF THE HUALCAN COMMUNITY, Hualcan . 
p. 44. 

CROP ROTATION, Hualcan . p. 37. 

FAMILY HELP ON A FARM, Hualcan . p. 53. 

FESTIVE LABOR AND HOUSEBUILDING, Hualcan . pp. 108-109. 

GOING TO THE COAST (OF PERU) TO WORK, Hualcan . p. 47. 

ACCEPTING THE OFFICE OF STEWARD OF THE PATRON SAINT, Hualcan . 
pp. 178, 52 and 256. 

CRIME AND CONTROL, Hualcan . p. 215. 

INDIAN BECOMES A MESTIZO, Hualcan , pp. 227-228, translated and 
quoted from Luis E. Valcl.rcel's Ruta Cultural del Peru . Mexico, 

t^A@iL^icaHttL945n ^ pp . 9S896 • Valc^rcel is a 

Peruvian writer. 

INDIAN -MESTIZO RELATIONS, Hualcan . p. 228 as quoted from Mario C 
Vazquez's "La Antropoldgia Cultural y Nuestro Problema del Indio 
Vicos, un Caso de Antropologia Aplicada," Pernf Indigene ^ 2:7-157 
1952, Lima. Vasquez describes Indian -mestizo relations in the 
District of Marcara, very near Hualcan. 



Reading #17 

UPPER-CLASS WOMEN IN HAITI 



I 



James G. Leyburn, The Haitian People . New Haven, Conn. ; Yale 
University Press, 1966 (originally published in 1941), p. 191. 



Reading #18 

MIDDLE-CLASS MEXICAN LIFE 



Elizabeth Trevino married a Mexican businessman in the late 1930’s 
and settled in Monterrey, Mexico. Later, she, her husband and children 
moved to Mexico City to live and work. Her book explains Mexican middle 
class life and customs as seen through the eyes of an American. Dates of 
the situations described below are not provided in the book; therefore, 
rough estimates appear in parentheses. 



N. Y. 



Elizabeth Borton de Trevino, Where the Heart Is (Garden C^f^r 
; Doubleday, 1962), pp. 199-20rand 65-66. 
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Reading #19 

LIFE IN A MIDDLE- CLASS FAMILY^ 

Readings 19 and 20 are taken from the taped commentary which ac- 
company filmstrips. This material was prepared in Mexico by Studyscopes 
of Los Angeles for use as supplementary material in the Spanish classroom 
to give the students an authentic picture of Mexican life. It was tested in 
the National Defense Education Act Spanish institutes and has become a 
part of the Spanish curriculum of numerous high schools in the United 
States. Mazatlan is a port city in Mexico on the Pacific Ocean and is the 
city in which Reading #19 takes place. It has maintained a provincial char- 
acter due to its distance from Mexico City. The descriptions, though, may 
be considered as typical of middle- class Mexican life. 



Life in the provinces is a little different from life in the large cities. 
In the provinces, the youth continue the customs and traditions of our an- 
cestors. 

Today is Saturday and Luisa has been helping my mother with the 
house work. I imagine Luisa has been very busy while I have been with my 
friends at the social club (a private club). In the morning, my mother and 
Luisa went shopping. Mother always does the marketing and prepares the 
meals. While mother prepared dinner, Luisa cleaned the living room and 



^"La Juventud, ” Los Angeles, California: Studyscopes Productions, 
1961. Translated and adapted by Julia Mellenbruch. 



bedrooms. Tomorrow night is the graduation dance at Luisa's school. 

Since the moment that my father gave her permission to go, she has been 
opening the drawers of her bureau trying to decide what she is going to wear. 

I am very hungry and dinner is still not ready, but it won't help to complain, 
since my father still has not arrived. As is the custom in Mazatlan, the 
families get together for dinner and ours is no exception. During dinner, my 
father and my mother always have things to disucss. Luisa and I don't do 
anything but keep quiet and listen. 

We play tennis, but we find fronton * a little faster and more exciting. 

The ball rebounds with much force from the cement wall, and one has to hit 
it with the racket after the first bounce. Some of the boys like to lift weights. 
They want to be in top physical condition, and the rest of us like to tease them. 
For example, we call George 'Tarzan. ' He has let us know that he does not 
like the nickname. During the day, it is very hot in Mazatlan. For that 
reason, most of our activities come to a halt in the afternoon. We go to the 
beach and play volleyball when it is cooler. After playing volleyball, we 
always bathe in the warm water of the sea for a little while. The movies 
are another attration of Metzatlan, especially on Saturday nights. The most 
popular movies are Mexican, At the club we have different games and sports, 
such as basketball and ping-pong. We can also play the piano. Nearly every 
Friday night after classes, we get together at the club to dance a while. At 
the sound of an orchestra the couples begin to dance, and it is almost im- 
possible for the rest to keep their feet still. One of the favorite games of 
the boys is dominoes. We all treat each other at the club as if we were 
members of the same family. We are very good friends, and we have a 
wonderful time. 



Fronton is the Mexican version of handball. It is played with a very hard 
rubber ball and the players wear basket contraptions attached to the wrist. 












Reading #20 



LIFE IN AN UPPER-CLASS FAMILY ^ 



Reading # 20 is taken from the same source as Reading #19. This has 
been prepared to give a. picture of life of teenagers in an upper-class family 
in Mexico City. 



You are going to get acquainted with a young Latin girl, about your age. 

She lives in Mexico City, one of the largest and most modern cities in the world. 

In the city we have a large variety of stores, restaurants and theaters. 

For this reason, it is a stimulating place for young people to live. Every 
morning, my brother Manuel, my sister Lourdes and I eat breakfast together. 
Manuel studies at the University of Mexico. He is very serious, and it seems 
that he is always reading a book. But Lourdes, on the other hand, is pretend- 
ing that she is a movie star. Of course, I am a very serious girl. Every 
afternoon, the first thing I do when I come home from school is my home- 
work. You should see the fabulous amounts of homework that they give us. 

Some afternoons, it takes me three or four hours to finish my work! Some- 
times my work is interrupted by a telephone call from my girl friends. I 
spend so much time talking on the telephone that my father had to have another 
line installed so that the rest of the family could make their calls. 

My mother asked me to arrange the flowers on the mantle of the living 
room. Although we have a servant, Manuel, Lourdes and I have certain ob- 
ligations at home. My parents a, re a little strict with us in that respect, but 
we really don't have too much to do. 

I have the honor of belonging to the pep squad at school. It is my respon- 
sibility to have my uniform in good condition and ready at all times. My school 
competes in various sports like football, basketball and soccer. 

Manuel is not serious all of the time. He plays the piano very well, and 
I love to hear him play. He almost always plays my favorite pieces. I like 
music very much, and I spend a lot of time listening to records. Each of us 
has his own bedroom, and this is a place where I can be alone to read or rest 
a little. I also have my own radio, and I can’t read or rest without it. I don't 
think that I spend more time in front of the mirror than any other girl my age, 
but I do think that it is important that a girl be well-groomed to give a good 
impression to other people. At night before retiring, Lourdes and I select the 
clothes we are going to wear to school the next day. As many of our clothes 
are very similar, it is important that we decide in order to be sure that we are 



not dressed alike, since we go to the same school. 

I am very happy! My father has just given his consent for me to go to a 
party next Saturday. He has already warned me that I have to be home by 
eleven o'clock. When Lourdes and I go out, my father always insists that we 
return at a specified hour. Fridays, in the afternoon when v/e do not have to 
rush to our homework, we get in a car and drive around Chapultepec Park. 

It is a very popular place for young people. On Sundays at noon, thousands 
of young people come here to walk around. 

Music is one of my favorite pastimes, and I often go to the record store 
which is near my home. Here I can find all kinds of Mexican records as well 
as the current American favorites. My favorite dance records are American, 
but I prefer listening to the beautiful Latin songs. We sometimes go bowling. 
"La Giiera" (The Blonde Girl) of the group is the best. She belongs to the 
school team and plays every week. The team is part of the student league, 
and each year they enter the contest. Another of our favorite pastimes is 
window-shopping. We spend a lot of time looking at and commenting on the 
merchandise and deciding whether we want to buy something, whether we need 
it or not. On Saturday afternoon, we get together at the soda fountain and 
discuss our plans for the weekend. 



